Jebcagiion Nensleter: Dehema

OK, So how Many of you
parents are hearing new
VOCal)u\aI"H out of your
child’s mouth this month?
words like “schema” &
“metacognition”?  Are
you impressed? well, you
should be. Your child is
doing Some har‘c' Thinking at school and \earning
more and more that “reading is thinKing.”  But,
what does this all mean, you ask?  Your child is
recelving very specific comprehension Strategy
instruction in the dassroom.  In this format, gour
child watches and listens to the teacher read a lot
of Bookﬁ while the teachers shares out loud and
models what he or she is thinking while he/she
reads. Then the teacher asks the children to
help in the strateqy, and the teacher and children
Practice uSing it together. After about 5 to 6
weeks of the teacher releasing more responsibility
of the strateqy use to the children, each child
becomes more independent at using the strategy
and l)eginﬁ to use it on his/her own.

Thiﬁ year, your Chi\d will EQCOMQ Pr‘oﬁden’r in Six
comprehension strategies throughout the year wing
a variety of texts and genres of books. The first
strategy that our dass will be practidng is called,
“Making Connections.” This means Students connect
their background Knowledge to the text they are

r‘eading.

The Purpoce of the %megg

Readers comprehend better when they actively
thinK about and aPP\3 theipr Know\edge of the
booK's topic, their own experiences, and the world
around them. Stephanie Harvey and Anne
Goud\is in their booK, Strategies That work
(2000), state that, "when children understand
how to connect the text they read to their lives,
they begin to make connections between what they
read and the larger world. This nudges them
into thinKing about bigger, more expansive issues
l)egonc' their universe of howme, school, and

nei‘ghl)or‘hooc' .

4o To 4telp Your Crild

To help your child make connections while Th€3 are
peading, ask him/her the fo\\owing fiuejﬂonj:

v what does the booK remind gou of ?
v’ what do you Know about the booK's topic?
v Does this book remind you of another book?




